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A series of big storms flood the sea town where Camila lives and she finds a tiny, newborn mermaid

in a puddle of water. Camila adopts her and names her Mermary. She tells no one, especially her

mother, a marine biologist who would take the mermaid away for research and study. Camila is

extremely shy and the mermaid becomes her only friend. She reads everything she can about

mermaids and earns the nickname "The Mermaid Girl" from her classmates. Before long, rumors

spread of a mermaid in the lake. Now Camila has to figure out how to protect Mermary not only from

scientists but from people who want to do more than just catch a glimpse of a mermaid.
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Xequina is a storyteller, writer, artist and law librarian. The inspiration for The Mermaid Girl came

from the very first dream she had about a mermaid when she was five years old. Xequina is also a

cartoonist, and draws and paints mermaids as well as many other magical and spiritual themes.

Ã‚Â She lives in Oakland, California with her partner and their two bad cats.
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